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Abstract 
Research, community education, and media partners in the Red River Basin are collaborating to establish a coordinated 
water quality-monitoring and information network for the Red River in the Fargo, North Dakota–Moorhead, Minnesota 
(F–M) metropolitan area. FM River is a U.S. Environmental Protection Agency EMPACT (Environmental Monitoring 
for Public Access and Community Tracking) project designed to provide area citizens accurate, timely information on 
the quality of the Red River of the North. Water quality is the focus of the project since the Red River is the main 
source of drinking water for some 150,000 inhabitants of the area, a significant source of industrial water supply, a 
critical element in the health of the local ecosystem, and an emerging recreational resource. The need for this 
information is acute because of the vulnerability of the Red River, the continued growth of the area, and the direct 
impact of the community on water quality.  
 
Specific objectives for the project include collecting and assembling timely data on chemical and biological water 
quality parameters and conditions for the Red River, developing dissemination tools including the FM River Web site 
(www.fmriver.org), linking the information to community education on water quality issues, providing a forum for 
community participation and interaction, and developing a sustainability plan for the program. The program seeks to 
provide hands-on educational opportunities for students and citizen volunteers and increase community understanding 
of watershed processes for the protection and improvement of ambient water quality. FM River is built on a local 
partnership of governmental, educational, and community volunteer groups. 


